
Public Outreach #3  

May 27, 2021

Agenda

• Review Goals & Action Steps
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Why are we here?
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Elizabeth Township is working on a Comprehensive Plan: a vision for the future with 
goals and action steps addressing topics of land use, parks & recreation, housing, 
municipal services, etc. 

Rules of Engagement:
• Please remain on MUTE throughout the meeting.

• Feel free to response to questions by typing in the CHAT. All chat entries will be saved. 

• To speak, please click the “RAISE HAND” button.

• We ask that you keep all comments related to the topic at hand.

• We ask that you keep your comments to less than 3 minutes so that everyone has a chance to 
speak; if time permits, we can circle back for additional discussion.  

• Note that the meeting will be recorded. 
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GOALS

ACTION STEPS

A. Protect and Connect Open Space 

B. Look to The River 

C. Enhance Civic Amenities 

ServicesOpen Space Land Use

D. Broaden Housing Choices

E. Activate Commercial Opportunity

F. Spread the Word

Accommodate a balance of 
targeted development and 

conservation of natural assets 
aimed at sustaining the Township’s 

rural and suburban character.

Embrace and enhance the 
community’s abundant open 
space, including the unique 

natural, cultural, and 
recreational assets.

Celebrate and promote the 
Township’s unique assets 

and maintain cost-effective 
services.
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Protect & Connect 
Open Space
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Elizabeth Township is proud to be a 
community full of nature. Our abundant 
open space, another name for natural or 
undeveloped land, consists of the many 
parks, farms, woodlands and waterways 
that create the rural-suburban character so 
cherished by our residents. It is important 
keep these valuable assets strong and 
healthy through both clean-up efforts as 
well as opportunities to protect open space 
from incompatible development. On top of 
this, the Township seeks to better connect 
residents and visitors to these open spaces 
so everyone can get out and enjoy all that 
Elizabeth Township has to offer. 

A
Open Space



Objective: Support and retain active farmland, preserve sensitive or 
unique natural features, and conserve open space for recreational 
purposes.

A-1. Investigate the Zoning Ordinance to ensure that areas with 
sensitive or unique natural features are protected from incompatible 
development. 
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A
Open Space



Objective: Support opportunities to establish trail connections and open 
space corridors in conjunction with recreation and active mobility 
enhancements.

A-2. Pursue partnerships with organizations working on regional 
open space planning efforts, in particular connections among 
regional park & recreation assets. 

A-3. Identify and establish key non-vehicular connections that link 
open spaces to residential neighborhoods, commercial development, 
and/or civic amenities. 
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A
Open Space



Objective: Address environmental challenges arising from natural 
processes as well as post-industrial impacts.

A-4. Partner with stakeholders and seek grant funding to support the 
clean-up and restoration of land impacted by acid mine 
drainage/mine blowouts, land subsistence/erosion, and other 
industrial or natural processes. 
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A
Open Space



Look to The River
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The Youghiogheny River and Great 
Allegheny Passage trail wind along 12 miles 
of Elizabeth Township’s eastern border. 
Whether walking, biking, or kayaking, each 
year thousands of locals and visitors enjoy 
the water together. The Township seeks to 
celebrate, promote, and support these 
valued assets, by encouraging investment 
and development naturally stemming from 
the trail and river. 

B
The River



Objective: Encourage recreational or tourism-related development/ 
redevelopment opportunities in areas adjacent to the Great Allegheny 
Passage trail and Youghiogheny River.    

B-1. Investigate Zoning Ordinance amendments aimed at expanding 
permissible land uses to provide opportunity for infill housing and 
neighborhood-scale commercial tailored towards recreation or 
tourism-related businesses. 

9

B
The River



B-2. Identify key areas for projects focused on non-vehicular access and 
wayfinding that form connections among the river, trail, and adjacent 
neighborhoods.

B-3. Explore the opportunity of a “Blueways” plan aimed at establishing 
a comprehensive vision for the entire river-trail corridor. 
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B
The River



Enhance Civic Amenities
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The heart of Elizabeth Township is its warm 
and friendly people. For Boston to Buena 
Vista, Mt Vernon to Blaine Hill, and 
everywhere in between, each residential 
neighborhood boasts a tightly knit 
community of ‘neighborly’ neighbors. It’s 
also the great schools, faith communities, 
and athletic programs that provide even 
more connection among residents. As the 
Township continues to attract new young 
families and accommodate older adult 
residents, there is always more opportunity 
for community gathering spaces where 
everyone feels welcome.  

C
Amenities



Objective: Enhance sense of community by broadening social activities and 
developing spaces and venues that accommodate community gatherings. 

C-1. Pursue a system-wide parks and recreation strategy aimed at 
enhancing and/or establishing facilities, programming, and 
fiscal/administrative capacity. 

C-2. Pursue the development of an indoor and/or outdoor community 
space oriented around recreation and social activities.

12

C
Amenities



Broaden Housing Choices
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It’s the mix of young and old, family and 
extended family, that draws people to call 
Elizabeth Township home for years and 
even decades. To keep this balance going, it 
is important to ensure that housing meets 
the needs of everyone. This may mean 
downsizing for some and expanding for 
others. Either way, the key is providing a 
variety of housing options.  

D
Housing



Objective: Foster the provision of diverse housing opportunities that 
complement and/or enhance existing neighborhood character as well as 
attract new residents and accommodate existing aging residents. 

D-1. Promote the development of housing options tailored to older 
adults, such as patio homes and accessory dwelling units. 

D-2. Ensure through policies and enforcement that new housing 
development aligns with the location and capacity of public 
infrastructure improvements/expansion. 
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D
Housing



D-3. Investigate development incentives focused on single-family, 
owner-occupied housing through practices such as tax abatements and 
the re-structuring of development fees and procedures. 

D-4. Evaluate the Zoning Ordinance to determine the extent and 
location of expanded housing options. 
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D
Housing



Activate Commercial 
Opportunity 
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With over 150 businesses within the 
Township, many daily goods and services 
can be found close to home. Yet, as a 
mostly residential community without “big-
box” stores, locals tend to travel outside of 
the Township for most of their shopping 
needs. To enhance convenience for our 
residents, the Township seeks to pursue 
opportunities where sensible commercial 
development fits. 

E
Commercial



Objective: Support commercial development and redevelopment in targeted 
areas where appropriate.

E-1. Target commercial development in areas designed and built to 
accommodate the transportation needs of the businesses, suppliers, and 
customers.

E-2. Investigate if undeveloped land zoned for commercial development 
has adequate infrastructure connections and revise the Zoning Map as 
appropriate. 
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E
Commercial



E-3. Identify and evaluate former development sites to determine 
suitable future land uses and redevelopment opportunities based on 
site-specific characteristics.  

E-4. Evaluate Zoning Ordinance and complete updates aimed at 
implementing the goals and objectives of this plan. 
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E
Commercial



Objective: Encourage entrepreneurship and innovation by adapting to 
economic/employment trends.   

E-4. Explore the applicability of enhancing internet infrastructure to 
support new economies, in particular remote business.  
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E
Commercial



Spread the Word
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With all the great things happening in 
Elizabeth Township, now’s the time to let 
everyone know about it! This means better 
communication with residents as well as 
promotion to attract visitors and 
opportunity. Effective communication is the 
key to making all of the community’s goals 
and dreams reality. 

F
Communcations



Objective: Foster coordinated improvements to the delivery of government 
services and communications with residents, stakeholders, and visitors.

F-1. Hone and streamline select municipal operations through 
technology enhancements.  

F-2. Develop consistent mechanisms for public outreach and 
communication that expand transparency and enhance engagement 
with residents, businesses, and other stakeholders. 
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F
Communcations



F-3. Pursue a public-relations campaign aimed at retaining and 
attracting residents, businesses/employers, and grant funding.

F-4. Identify and evaluate gateways (both vehicular and non-vehicular) 
for potential enhancements, such as signage, wayfinding, and 
streetscaping, aimed at welcoming people to the Township and its 
historically established villages. 
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F
Communcations
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